The author of this able and learned work is unusually well qualified for the task he has set himself.
perintendence of the commission for inquiring into the state of the poorhouses and houses of correction, then acting in the capacity of professor of midwifery and physician to the lying-in and foundling hospitals, and, lastly, appointed to the responsible post of director to the state and local charitable institutions, he has been diligently employed, during ten years, in the performance of duties which have familiarized him with the causes and effects of poverty. It was natural that the institutions with which he was most intimately connected, first as physician, and subsequently as director, should engage the greater share of his attention. Accordingly, it scarcely required the stimulus of the example of the prize essays of MM. Terme and Monfalcon, of which the reader will find elaborate notice in the Twenty-sixth Number of our Review, to urge him to the laborious inquiries which have issued in the work before us?a work for which his habitual occupations, and his access to public documents, peculiarly fitted him.
His mental qualifications for his task will appear of no mean order to any one who will take the pains to peruse his Introduction, in which he shows that he has not been a careless observer of poverty and the poor, and that the great and perplexing alternations which have beset all national efforts for the relief of indigence have not escaped him. These alternations have rarely been better expressed than in the following passage:
" Poverty lias the great misfortune that it borders closely on vice, and easily passes into it. .Nay, we may call vice a moral poverty. Two steps further, and the pauper becomes the criminal. If charity is not circumspect, it will be deceived and cheated by vice or crime, and innocent poverty will be robbed of the assistance which was intended for it. How easily this may happen maybe inferred from the familiar fact that natural benevolence is easy of belief, and from the mistakes which philanthropic persons are continually making. As often as poverty is mixed up with vice it is in a state of resistance against law, for vice is in its very nature lawless.
This circumstance is the source of many evils with which even the best administration of Foundling Hospitals has to contend, and is the reason why several governments exclude those establishments from the lists of charitable institutions, and esteem them a greater evil than the existence of those whom they are iutended to assist."
Our author shall state in his own words the case of foundling hospitals, and shall exhibit the way in which the charity which presided at their foundation has been and is deceived and cheated: " The Christian pity," he says, " which called these institutions into being, went so far in its anxious care for mother and child as in their reception to make itself blind. These institutions had not existed long before they became the dupes of vice.
They were established to preserve purity of morals, and they soon began to undermine them. The stricter the principle of secrecy was preserved, and the further it was carried, the more shamelessly was it abused. Parents, bound by the ties of marriage, forgot their most sacred duties, and relieved themselves of children whom they regarded as heavy burdens; and they did this because the regulations of the institution tempted them to it?because they saw themselves thereby exculpated from a punishable offence, and even justified in their unnatural conduct. The foundling hospitals were crowded with applicants, and the expense increased with their increasing numbers till the evil reached an alarming height. To The history of legislation on this important subject forms the subjectmatter of 1/0 pages, which we pass over, as it scarcely admits of being rendered interesting to the medical reader; all that can be of any importance to him will be found in the following notice of the statistics of the subject, which occupies the remainder of the volume.
The number of foundlings, in the several foundling hospitals of the Austrian dominions, has increased, during the twenty years from 1820 to 1840 in an arithmetical progression, and has doubled within that period. The in Scotland, 1 in 95 ; in Ireland, 1 in 62. In these twin-births there was one male to three females; 17 twins in the 100 were born dead, and where one was born alive and the other dead, the number of still-born males was, to that of still-born females, as 1 to 2^-. The accoucheur will find some interesting details of the relative frequency of natural and unnatural presentations, to which we refer him, while we proceed to the mortality of the inmates of foundling institutions. In a period of fifty-three years there were born in Krain, on an average, 102 foundlings, of whom, 67 attained the age of ten years, and 33 died before that age. In the first twelve years of life the deaths numbered 341 percent.; the mortality of the first year was 23 per cent., which fell short of the mortality in the community at large, which amounted to nearly one third. The mortality of male children was to that of females as 6 to 5 ; but it must be borne in mind that the male children exceeded the females by 5 per cent. The mortality of males, therefore, supposing the numbers of the two sexes to be equal, evidently exceeds that of females.
If we divide the fifty-three years from 1789 to 1841 into two parts, it will be found that the mortality of the first half is less than that of the second ; the cause of this difference is not stated; it would probably be found to depend on increasing numbers, without a corresponding increase of accommodation. object of political economy ; but, in the mean time, let us compare the argument for and against each of these rival systems.
The supporters of the Roman Catholic system shall have the first word. According to them foundling hospitals were among the first-fruits of the divine principle of the love of one's neighbour. Religion, not powerful enough to banish vice, and fearing to stain herself with the blood of the innocent, threw over it the veil of compassion, and led back the unfortunate offender to the bosom of society, out of which the hand of her parents had thrust her. Grief, shame, privation, and despair of being able to preserve the life of her offspring, offer a strong temptation to desertion, child murder, and abortion.
To force the father to marry the woman he has betrayed, would be a doubtful good, to oblige him to support his child, is a certain difficulty; but in the asylums which are open to the mother, and in which she finds every needful assistance, she is safely and secretly delivered of her burden, and returns in peace to the world; she escapes the shame and reproval which otherwise await her, conceals her first offence, and can resolve against its repetition. The foundling hospital completes what the lying-in institution had begun; it relieves her from a heavy burden, and prevents her from sinking to a lower point of degradation. The child, whom the mother has consigned to the care of the foundling hospital, is not merely supported, but educated. How many mothers, a prey to shame and destitution, and sorely tempted to the commission of crime, has this system saved from destruction ! how many children has it rescued from death* and from the fatal influence of bad example, and preserved to the state as moral and industrious citizens! If we now turn to the Protestants, they admit the good intentions which led to the establishment of lying-in and foundling hospitals; but they look to their results, and inquire how far the sanguine expectations of their founders have been sealed by experience. These institutions were established to afford the poor destitute mother and child the assistance they so much require ; but, however fine in theory, experience says little in their favour. Where 
